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The Deep Tunne

The District adopted the Tunnel and Reservoir Plan (I'ARP) in 1972 as
the Chicago area’s plan to cost-effectively comply with Federal and State
water quality standards in the 375 square miles combined sewer area
consisting of Chicago and 51 suburbs. TARP’s main goals are to protect
Lake Michigan, the region’s drinking water supply from raw sewage
pollution; improve water quality of rivers and streams; and provide an
outlet for floodwaters to reduce street and basement sewage backup
flooding.
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Phase I of TARP, intended primarily for pollution control, is made up of
four distinct tunncl systems: Mainstream, Des Plaines, Calumet, and
Upper Des Plaines. After a storm event, pumping stations dewater the
tunnel systems as Water Reclamation Plant (WRP) capacity becomes
available, making the tunnel and reservoir capacity available for the next
storm event. All captured combined sewer flow pumped to the WRP
receives full secondary treatment prior to being discharged to the
waterway pursuant to the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System permits.

Construction of the Phase I tunnel systems commenced in 1975. The
tunnel systems were put into service as portions were completed, starting
in 1985. By 20006, all of Phase I was completed and in operation. The total
system consists of 109.4 miles of deep, large diameter, rock tunnels
‘providing 2.3 billion gallons (BG) of volume to capture of CSOs that
previously discharged at hundreds of outfall locations.

Phase IT of TARP consists of reservoirs intended primarily for flood
control, but it will also considerably enhance pollution control benefits
being provided under Phase I. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers'
(COE) Chicagoland Underflow Plan (CUP), Final Phase I General
Design Memorandum (GDM) of 1986 defined the Federal interest in
TARP Phase IT based on the Federal National Economic Development
Plan criteria. The three reservoirs proposed under TARP Phase I1/CUP
are: the Majewski, McCook, and Thornton Reservoirs. When all three
reservoirs are completed, the reservoirs will increase the TARP system

storage volume to 17.5 BG.
Source: www.nwrd.org
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